This study is an interesting testimony of the medical situation in the Turkish emergency services and therefore deserves to be published. However, it should be improved in some parts. The main concern relates to the instrument used to collect data. The questionnaire is not validated and this point should be remembered in the "Limitations". Physician's opinions and suggested methods of prevention were chosen in a closed list. This may have suggested the response, and undoubtedly limited the possibilities of the responder. Indeed, the questionnaire does not give all the possible solutions and ignores the integrated solutions, which are the only effective long-term solutions. For a review of many other possible solutions against workplace violence in health care, authors must refer to recent studies, i.e.: OSHA, Guidelines for preventing violence for healthcare, 2015, available at: https://www.osha.gov/Publications/osha3148.pdf. For successful violence prevention in healthcare, they can cite some European experience, i.e.: Magnavita N. Violence prevention in a small-scale psychiatric unit. Program planning and evaluation. Int J Occup Environ Health. 2011 Oct-Dec;17(4):336-44. More in general, the authors that reported many studies conducted in America or in Asia, should give more attention to European studies. The authors cannot omit to mention studies conducted in their country, such as: Canbaz S. et al. Violence towards workers in hospital emergency services and in emergency medical care units in Samsun: an epidemiological study. Ulus Travma Acil Cerrahi Derg. In discussing the results of their research, the authors should also make a comparison with previous studies that have investigated the same working population in other European countries. For This manuscript contributes to the many other studies done documenting frequency of violence in emergency departments around the world. Thank you for the opportunity to review this manuscript.
VERSION 1 -AUTHOR RESPONSE
Reviewer : 1
Comment 1
The main concern relates to the instrument used to collect data. The questionnaire is not validated and this point should be remembered in the "Limitations". Authors' response Thank you for your suggestions. We have used this information to explain why most of the physcians experienced violence more than once. In the present study, 78.1% of physicians reported that they had been exposed to violence in the past year and 65.9% of them reported that this had occurred more than once. It is known that, there is an association between workplace violence and physicians' mental health. And the physician subjected to violence is stressed and the distressed doctor is more exposed to violence.*,** * Magnavita N. Workplace violence and occupational stress in health care workers: a chicken and egg situation -Results of a 6-year follow-up study. J Nurs Scholarsh 2014; 46:5, 366-376. ** Erdur B, Ergin A, Yüksel A, Türkçüer İ, Ayrık C, Boz B. Assessment of the relation of violence and burnout among physicians working in the emergency departments in Turkey. Ulus Travma Acil Cerrahi Derg. 2015;21(3): 175-181.
---------------------------------------
Reviewer : 2 , 5, 197 -203 . You should reference this article in your manuscript since it addresses violence against emergency workers, including physicians, in Ankara.
Authors' response This sentence has been rewriten and two articles have added our reference list about this issue as reviewer's request; ‗Despite local studies have conducted with emergency physcians previously,10,11 this is the first comprehensive survey of workplace violence among physicians practicing in emergency departments throughout Turkey.' 10. Talas 
Comment 8
Perhaps the biggest limitation and the one not mentioned is the fact that you distributed the request for participation and survey link via social media. Were these social media sites open to the general public or were they exclusive to physicians? If they were open to the general public, what would stop a non-physician from completing the survey? How would you know that? Address that risk and why it was necessary to take in this section and address that limitation again in the limitations section along with the fact that you don't believe a lot of non-physicians would be interested in completing the survey.
Authors' response Thank you for your attention and valuable contributions. In fact, we were very concerned about this.
Because it was impossible to reach all physicians using one channel, we were contacted to physicians via email and social media. We had only mails of the members of the Emergency Medicine Association. We used only closed groups on social media. In order to reach more physicians we had to use one open website is announced the survey which is very popular among young phycisians. I should mention this website only publishes news for physicians and unfamiliar for the public. Despite all this It is very difficult to check the survey is completed only physcians. On the other hand we have internet IP adresses of participants from surveey.com. We checked these IPs for duplication. I would gladly let you know that there is only 20/713 (2.8%) IP duplications in this study. According to us these duplications could be depend on different persons working in the same hospital. We have added this limitation in our limitations section. As it below; ‗One of the most important limitation of our study is the fact that we distributed the request for participation and survey link via e-mails, social media and internet. We used closed groups of emergency medicine and pediatric emergency medicine associations in social media. Only one open website which only publishes news for physicians announced the survey (www.asistanhekim.org).
Despite the fact that we don't believe some non-physicians would be interested in completing the survey via this website, It is possible that non-physicians also participated in theoretically.'
Comment 9 Second complete paragraph needs the word one before the word occasion. The next sentence should use healthcare as one word and not health care as written Authors' response Thank you for your attention. We have added ‗one' in this sentence. We have corrected this term.
Comment 10
Page 10 -You refer to Figure 1 stating that it shows a statistically meaningful relationship, which it doesn't. Figure 1 shows prevalence only, nothing statistical. Page 11 - Table 2 -check to see that you aren't using commas where decimal points should be. Authors' response Thank you for your attention. We have removed Figure 1 from this sentence.
We have corrected decimal points in Table 2 .
Comment 11 Change unresponsive to no response at the top of the page. Physicians have some night shifts after regular work hours in the same day without any rest.
Comment 13
Page 13 -I'm not sure your reasoning behind the risk assessment related to going to court is sound.
Authors' response We agree with the reviewer. Therefore we have removed this assessment from the manuscript.
Comment 14 Page 14 -Your first question about precautions available to prevent violence doesn't make sense unless the responses below it were only made available to those that answered yes to the first question. If this is how this question worked, then you need to state that somewhere in the text since the options below it would cumulatively be precautions available to prevent violence.
Authors' response In this question, the participants could give more than one answer. So we wanted to learn that if there is any emergency department without security precautions with this question. Also we compared this group to the others statistically. We have explained this result in the manuscript as follows; ‗Forty three participants (6%) reported that there is no security precautions against violence in their emergency departments. When comparing instances of physical violence according to the presence of security precautions, we found that physicians working at emergency departments with no security measures were subjected to more physical violence (p < 0.01) than were other physicians.'
Comment 15
In the first paragraph at the bottom of the page, you use the word sociocultural in the first sentence. Did you mean regional or did you mean socioeconomic? I think you mean regional.
Authors' response In this study ‗sociocultural' means; customs, lifestyles and values that differences in a society. Some examples are religion, politics, attitudes, economic status, class, etc. We did not want to change this term in the manuscript since we used it as ‗sociocultural' in our survey.
Comment 16
This is also a one sentence paragraph, which is generally not acceptable. Paragraphs should have at least three sentences. It may be combined with the paragraph below for better flow. Authors' response It used in the survey for general ignorance, not for a specific matter. So we have corrected this term as ‗ignorance' Comment You also need to include a sentence in that same paragraph that summarizes the point to table 4. Authors' response A sentence that summarizes the point of table 4 is in the same paragraph. ‗When physicians were asked for their suggestions on preventing violence, 72.8% (n = 519) of participants agreed on that the severity of the punishment of such crimes should be increased, while 62% (n = 442) of them agreed on that the Ministry of Health and administrators must change their attitudes (Table 4) .'
